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On the 8' Dec 1928 after the handover of the Curragh Caom the British
Army in 1922, the following Locations/Barracks etCurragh were named, as
below, in honour of those who signed the Proclaonadit Easter 1916. In
addition. Thomas J Clarke a tobacconist, borhénisle of Wight, was allowed

the distinction of signing first.

Keane | Gough | Engineer] ASC |Beresford Stewart | Ponsby
Barracks| Barracks| Barracks| Taken to| Barracks| Barracks| Barracks
mean
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Supply
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In The early 50s

Jobs were rare and a general depression hung over the Irish economy.
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The Mammy'’s of the Camp by (Rose)

Women on the Camp set the standard and the pages¢éemed to have their own army
going on. You say when you left the barracks yoati®me to the army, but even growing
up on the camp as children the barracks was nbsqumseplace your daddy went to work that
you knew nothing about it seemed part of yourdisewell.

We used the facilities, ate army rations, had twale ourselves, you didn’t want your father
on a charge. Any celebrations, sports days ete.atimy was heavily involved. When we
were sick, the Army Medical Corp looked after use Wed in houses supplied by the Army,
slept under their blankets, ate from their uteresild sometimes unofficially warmed
ourselves on their turf. We got into mischief freime to time and it was the PA's we kept
watch for. Everything came back to the army. Outhars soldiered on too, they ran their
homes around the barracks, the men went overseassiv month tour of duty, no
telephones, e-mail or text messaging all contactentlrough air mail letters, a lot of these
women were a long way from their native homes, iaéhmily down the road to support
them, they depended on their friends and neighbgotson with it without complaining,

they had married soldiers and had to soldier ta@wdbdbmers were welcomed and taken into
the fold and more or less had the daily routingda@xed to them.

Women reared families on their own through beindomied, deserted and in some cases
who might as well have been on their own, but thetyon with it and can be proud of their
work.

| will always remember living in Pearse, “With sommemories of Connolly”, like all
Campers, | can remember nearly all of my neighboues the years and they are all good
memories. This just shows the impact these peaple made on our lives.
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When a truckload of Briquettes or Turf arrived frdime contracted sources, it would be
tipped out in its designated place with possibllydhe driver and the person in charge of the
establishment there. “Good Luck’s “exchanged artti gone back to their respective places
of work when offloaded and signed for. The Holo¢awsuld descend, like a plague of
Locusts, from every “nook and cranny” they appeakétt, all shapes and sizes young and
old, with every conceivable mode of carrier, Pra@®s,Carts, Sacks, Bags, Buckets, some
even carrying their goods in their arms, makingesaMrips, a frenzied grab, fill and run
ensued. Scrambling through the large mound quidkhynishing into a small mound, with
the odd sod fired at someone, from an unknown lasgaclocking some poor unfortunate on
the back of the head. Back home to the Mammyth thieir lll-gotten gains, and the
possibility of a Tanner and the guarantee of a goedThere were other fuel sources,
especially when after a big storm and a lot offalirees ensued, the Board of Works very
kindly cutting the timber into suitable sizes fbetRanges and Fireplaces of Married
Quarters.

| remember Shanks Smullen and myself at the CadliyaPearse, when the Cadets were
shovelling in a load of coal that, had been deédeiWe were behind the Ashbin across from
where The Canteen Manager of Ceannt. ( Paddy Odzpronce lived in Pearse Barracks.
We commenced firing stones at the cadets, whormdtarted throwing coal at us, | always
thought it was a fair trade, especially when Shard| got a bag of coal out of it, for our
mothers, Not to mention the loads of Briquettesveeéd to the Swimming Pool, The Bakery
and The Hospitals, all free if you had good lookpubw known to me as “Sentries”.

and these Cadets were fiRuture leaders".

A Good haul of Coal.

(JoeyK)



The Curragh Christmas Parties
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Every weekend, the kids of the various Barrackh@&Camp called for a fight.

Pearse vs. Mc Donagh, Clarke vs. Mc Dermott, CeandtConnolly vs. Plunkett, or the
amalgamation of various barracks against each adlietone to settle differences and
territorial rights. Sticks, Stones, Catapults, Bams Arrows, and Spears, all home fashioned
for the purpose of inflicting and winning. Althdughese weapons were used, they never
inflicted any serious damage, it was all harmfud aften came down to hand to hand
combat, with the biggest of each Barracks takinghenbiggest of the other Barracks, the
winner getting the opponent to the ground and asfonquarter. When this was achieved,
the winning Barracks went off chanting “Up Pearddt Donagh or whatever Barracks was
the victor. No Stabbing, Strangulation or Shootimggose days.

The Big Fight

At one time, all the Barracks in the Camp (The $inats), joined forces to fight a
combined force from Brownstown and Maddenstown (Tbeners), over some grievances
or other, that originated in the School yard, eaaihracks joined together, as they marched
from Pearse to Plunkett, armed to the teeth witthalweapons as mentioned above.

In skirmish line, they spread across the plakesthe “Zulus” at Rourke’s Drift. Heading in
the direction of The “Bird Flanagan’s” where theeery was holding the fort.



Gundy O Brien, Sean Carey, Dantro and Lukey Ropaldsig with Christy Barrett, Bobey O
Brien, Sean Keegan, Pat Daly just to mention adéthe enemy from the
Brownstown/Maddenstown Army.(The Towners) as thiejin ambush in the Furze. It was
very obvious to us as to where they were as wedcseg from afar, a blue helmet with UN
emblazoned on, it a legacy of someone’s Da” habegn to the Congo, sticking out of one
of the Furze, later discovered that it was worrGuydy.

The Sun shone and Larks cried high in the afterr®&lon that Saturday afternoon as the
charge sounded, on we went pace gathering momesdume neared the Furze where the
enemy were deployed. Stones, Arrows Spears,sSaicll anything that would route the
enemy, were thrown. The odd yelp of pain, theiogrand swearing, skirmishing
everywhere as the enemy were found and beforetlengurrender, it was no match as the
Towner’s threw in the towel, surrounded and totallynumbered by the “Shadowers” they
had to give up, huddled together, and looking ayssight, the odd puck, push and shove,
they swore never to offend again. Surrender acdegteour terms the battle ended.

Back to the Camp we marched, To the Chant of
“Up The Curragh!, Up The Curragh!, Up the Curragh!Every time, when we meet them,
We will beat the. , Up The Curragh! Every time!.

As each Barracks heading to their respective hauoesss the plains, a great victory, and
hearts swelled with pride, the story to be toldyears after, Cuts, Blood and wounds
growing bigger and worse as time passed with egltihg of the great Battle. Big Lukey
Roberts swears to this day that The “Towners” wbio, Way”.(JoeyK)
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The Golden Age of Television:
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(Joey K)

Number 1 Hits By Year

1950

White Christmas
Bing Crosby

1951

Come on-a My House
Rosemary Clooney
1952

Unforgettable

Nat King Cole
1953

You, You, You
Ames Brothers

1955

Rock Around the Clock
Bill Haley & His Comets
1956

HOUND DOG / DON'T BE
CRUEL

Elvis Presley

1957

Love Letters in the Sand
Pat Boone

1958

It's All In the Game

1960

Theme from "A Summer
Place"

Percy Faith Orchestra
1961

Tossin' and Turrin'
Bobby Lewis

1962

Twist

Chubby Checker
1963

Sugar Shack

1954 Tommy Edwards Jimmy Gilmer & Fireballs

That's Amoré 1959 1964

Dean Martin Mack The Knife | Want To Hold Your Hand
Bobby Darin Beatles

1965

Satisfaction Elvis The King’

Rolling Stones

1966

Ballads of the Green Berets
Sgt. Barry Sadler

1967

To Sir With Love

Lulu

1968

Hey Jude

Beatles

1969

Aquarius

Fifth Dimension

1970

Bridge Over Troubled Water
Simon & Garfunkel

Summer of '53, Elvis drops
into the The Memphis
Recording Service (Sun
Studios) and records My
Happiness and That's
When Your Heartaches
Begin. Cost? $4.00.

Summer of '54. Sun owner
Sam Phillips teams Elvis
up with local musicians
Scotty Moore (guitar) and
Bill Black (bass).

July 5, 1954. The
breakthrough recording is
Arthur “Big Boy” Crudup’s
That’s All Right . This
song, backed with Blue
Moon of Kentucky
becomes the first of five

July 30, 1954 Elvis makes
his appearance at the
Overton Park Shell in
Memphis. What's
important about this night?

October 16, 1954. Elvis'
first appearance on the
Louisiana Hayride, a
popular country radio
show out of Shreveport
LA.

In August of 1955, Colonel
Tom Parker replaces Bob
Neal as Elvis' manager. A
word about the "Colonel.”

By November of 1955,
Elvis has signed the now
famous RCA contract. The

In January of 1956 Elvis is
paired with the
Jordanaires, who would

January 27, 1956.
Heartbreak Hotel is
released. (I Was the One




price is an unprecedented | remain his main back-up on the flip). It sells
$40,000, with a $5,000 group until the late 60s. 300,000 copies in the first
bonus for Elvis. RCA soon week and will ultimately be
Elvis' first Gold Record by
selling over a million. Buy

the DVD
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