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The Army’s Armoured Rolls-Royce No. 2 a.k.a. Sliabh na mban,
now one of the Curragh's oldest residents, is the third of one hun-
dred 1920 Pattern or Whippet Rolls-Royces ordered by the British
Army at a cost of approximately £2,000 each and subsequently fit-
ted with Royal Ordnance Factory armoured bodies. Their delivery
date was November 21, 1920. Thirteen of these vehicles were

h

ed over to the new Free State Provisional Government in the
ths of 1922 and each one quickly received an unofficial
M Slievenamon, The Baby, The Big Fella etc.

The vehicle first saw action in O Connell Street at the outbreak of
the Civil War when, as one of three turreted cars and a lorry, it as-
sisted in the clearance of various buildings taken over by the Ir-
regular forces. Upon the subsequent fleet numbering of the
armoured vehicles, Slievenamon was allocated A.R.R. 2. In mid Au-
gust Slievenamon was allocated to General Michael Collins, just
recently appointed by the Government to the post of Commander
in-Chief of the rapidly expanding army, as escort vehicle during
his tour of military positions in the south of the country. The con-
voy left Dublin on August 20, travelling to the Curragh, and then
on to Limerick, Mallow and finally Cork City.

August 22, saw the vehicle ‘n West cork, when the convoy was am-
bushed by Irregulars at Beal-na-Blath on the road between Bandon
and Macroom. The machine-gun on the Rolls Royce controversially
Jjammed and it consequently contributed little to the efforts of the es-
cort detail in fighting off the ambushers. The sad, tragic outcome

——

was the death from a head wound of General Collins. Slievenamon
survived the danger driven to Cork and was shipped back to Dublin
on the following day in the SS Classic, The ship commandeered by
the Army to carry general’s body back to the capital. However, it
was soon back in West Cork and was subsequently stolen in De-
cember from Bandon military post by the Anti-Treaty forces with
the help of John MePeak,, the vehicle's machine-gunner. His pay-
ment was an arranged secret return to his native Scotland. He was
subsequently arrested there, returned to Ireland and imprisoned in
Portlaoise.

The armoured car was used briefly by the irregulars in attacks on
military posts in the Macroom area and then hidden under straw at
farm near historic Gougane Barra. Some weeks later, following a
tip-off, it was found by troops from Macroom who were assisted by
group of officers attached to headquarters in Dublin. The tyres
had been damaged and the Vickers machine-gun removed. Con-
sequently it was necessary to tow the vehicle back to Macroom,
initially by horse and then by truck. Incidentally, a certain Lt.
James Fitzmailrice, sub.gglently to become famous as a transat-
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lantlc aviator, was also znvolve in the search, flying
from Fermoy military airfield where he was Offi icer in
charge. Whilst the recovery of Slievenamon was out
fatality, one of the HQ officers, upon their return to
Dublin, accidentally shot dead a mess steward during
celebrations marking the successful outcome of their mis-
sion!

The 1930s saw the Rolls Royces return to the Curragh
but without their various names. They were registered
through Dublin Corporation in 1936 as YI 6449/61, and
served with the First Armoured Squadron until replaced in
1937-38 by eight Swedish Landswerk armoured cars. How-
ever the arrival of the Emergency in 1939 saw the recall of
the vehicles and they continued to serve with various units
until 1945. Twelve were sold off in the nid 1950s without
their armoured bodies. Fortunately,
because of what it
rep-
Sliabh na tnban (note the
complete original Rolls-Royc
other has been retained by
Bovington Tank Museum , in
Queen Elizabeth 11 as interna
Incidentally, some of the ot
their way abroad over the
fully restored in England a
alone in the 1950s, today Sliabh n m
fine fleet of about 15 preserved

sincerely hoped that the general public will, before foo
long, have an ongoing opportunity to view this collection
in its entirety.

I The following link has a gallery
| of old photographs taken in the
Curragh Military Camp. Some
dating from pre 1900, during the
to late Paddy Lynch, then British time there and more re-
foreman of the cavalry workshops, A.R.R. 2 | & i ® 1 cently pictures in Gallery no 6 of =
was retained a the Curragh, appearing f01 P - — \ e L Civil War pictures in the Cur-

many years in Cavalry Corp records under the | *: 'o';“-f‘ > \ 8 ragh.

heading Scrap, whereas it was in reality in full % . s

working order being polished weekly by a If you have any pictures suitable
workshop apprentice! As a sergeant, Paddy S o (o the site please send them to

had set up the workshops in 1924. Prior to web@curragh.info

that, he had operated with the Rolls-Royces and he had also driven T the Old Picture Gallery www.curragh.info/gallery.htm

Michael Collins, then a Government Minister around Dublin in a  Text www.boards.ie/...//showthread.php?p= 5668673

Crossley Tender. Edited by Uncle Fester
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